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(ili) The members of the Commonwealth are bound together by
ties of common interests, common language, common traditions, com-
mon allegiance to principles of freedom and the recognition of the
British Crown as the symbol of unity. No such bonds and ties of
affection hold together other members of the Empire and the different
constituents have different forms of government and in essence they
are considered subject races.

'The British Commonwealth is an international association work-
ing for the promotion of international harmony and understanding.
Itls a union of nations connected by circumstances of history, group-
ed round one central State for general purposes, and held toge-
ther by a community of aims and sentiments. It is like a family of
nations, united by ties of affection and interest and common allegi-
ance to principles of freedom, with the fullest liberty accorded to its.
individual members. It illustrates how the ideal of a world-state has
been achieved on a small scale."

What is Dominion Status! Each of the Dominions included in
the British Commonwealth of Nations is a self-governing unit on the
basis of equality with Great Britain. Dominion Status means the
position of equality with Great Britain in all matters, internal and ex-
ternal. Dominions are completely autonomous and independent of
the British Parliament. The only link between the Dominions and
England is that they have a common king. The Dominions also pos-
sess the right of secession, i.e., breaking away from the Common-
wealth.

The authoritative definition of Dominion Status, which was adop-
ted by the Inter-Imperial Relations Committee, is that of the Balfour
Declaration of 1926. According to this definition, the countries refer-
red to above "are autonomous communities within the British Empire,
equal in status, in no way subordinate to one another in any aspect
of their domestic or external affairs though united by a common alle-
giance to the Crown and freely associated as members of the British
Commonwealth of Nations." If the Dominions co-operate with Eng-
land in certain matters that is entirely on a voluntary basis. There
is no compulsion on the part of any Dominion to stand by the side
of England.

The Significance of the Commonwealth of Nations in World
Politics. In the words of an eminent person, "The Commonwealth
guarantees peace and security to its constituents. There is complete
harmony in the relations between the member-states. This means
that the chances of conflict have been eliminated from among the peo-
ples who come within the orbit of the Empire, and this is a great con-
tribution to the maintenance of peace in the world."

Q.   Discuss the position of a Dominion in the Commonwealth,
viz., the political relationship between   Great   Britain   and   the
Dominions,     Or,

What are the ties that bind together the various Dominions
and Great Britain in the Commonwealth? Or,